The herbarium label
A pressed specimen without a label is a dead plant in a folder. The label is what makes it evidence. Every field below is doing a job: the locality has to be good enough that a stranger could walk to your plant without you, and the habitat and plant description record what pressing and drying destroy — colour, scent, height, what was growing beside it.
Note that the determiner is kept separate from the collector. An identification can be revised later, by somebody else, and the sheet has to be able to carry both.
Blank labels to print and cut out are on the next page. Fill one in for every specimen you press, and write it standing at the plant — not afterwards from memory.

	P L A N T S   O F   A R I Z O N A
ENV 226 Ecology Lab  ·  Northern Arizona University
Family  Salicaceae
Scientific name (with authority)  Populus tremuloides Michx.
Det.  J. Doe	Date determined  15 Oct 2026
Locality — state, county, and how to find the spot again  U.S.A. Arizona, Coconino Co. NAU north campus, Wommack tree walk,
40 m NE of the greenhouse on the lawn above the drainage.
Lat / Long  35.1897, −111.6540	Elevation  2105 m
Habitat and associated species  Irrigated campus lawn; with Pinus ponderosa, Juniperus scopulorum.
Plant — habit, height, colour, scent  Clonal tree ~12 m; bark smooth chalk-white; leaves yellow, trembling.
Abundance  One clone, ~9 stems	Wild / Cultivated  (circle one)  Cultivated
Collector  J. Doe	Coll. no.  JD-114	Date  15 Oct 2026


If you are donating the specimen to the Deaver Herbarium in exchange for an identification, leave Det. and Date determined blank — those are theirs to fill in.


Blank labels — print, cut on the dashed lines, fill in by hand
Use pencil or permanent ink. Ballpoint on a damp sheet does not survive mounting.
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